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Kindergarten Readiness Network High School Graduation Network

It is an honor to work with the community in the Cradle 2 
Career Network to impact the future of our children.

-Sandy Simar

It has been extremely moving to see so many 
early childhood organizations come together 

and align their goals to support every child (and 
family) in our community to have opportunities 
to be successful in school. I am eager to see 

what the Kindergarten Readiness Network will 
accomplish in the future.

- Amanda Lacek

I know well the power of our collective 
action to change conditions in our 

community. As our High School 
Graduation network works closer and 
closer to shared actions, I couldn't be 

more excited to see our team focusing 
on how we can ensure that adults 
working with youth have adequate 

training in equitable youth development 
practices and cultural competency. If 
we're going to make progress on the 

disparities in our community, it'll start 
with those of us who work with kids 

reaching a deeper understanding and 
stronger skill set to serve across racial 

and cultural boundaries.

-Chad Campbell
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Cradle 2 Career Leadership Table

Elaine Case, Rotary
C2C Co-Chair

Erin Sexton, Mayo Clinic
C2C Co-Chair

Jerome Ferson, United Way
C2C Secretary

Cathy Nathan, MN PTA
C2C Treasurer

Julie Brock, Cradle 2 Career
Ex-Officio Board Member

Toni Adafin, IBM
Board Member

Pastor Don Barlow
Rochester Community Baptist
Board Member

Aaron Benike
Benike Construction
Board Member

Audrey Betcher
Rochester Public Library
Board Member

Dr. Jeffrey Boyd, RCTC
Board Member

Dr. Lori Carrell, UMR
Board Member

Marissa Ding, JM Student
Board Member

Amy Eich, RPS
Board Member

Paul Fleissner, Olmsted County
Board Member

Betty Hutchins, Mayo Clinic
Board Member

Jon Losness, Families First of MN
Board Member

Michael Munoz, RPS
Board Member

Omar Nur, Somalia Rebuild Org
Board Member

Dee Sabol, Diversity Council
Board Member

Cindy Steinhauser
City of Rochester
Board Member

Jen Woodford, RAF
Board Member

Dr. Nicholas Wysocki, WSU
Board Member

KINDERGARTEN READINESS NETWORK MEMBERS HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION NETWORK MEMBERS

Association of Directors
Civic League Day Nursery

Listos Preschool and Childcare
Rochester Public Schools (ISD 535)

Families First of MN
Family Service of Rochester

SPARK Rochester Children’s museum
Olmsted County
Reading and Math Corps
Rochester Catholic Schools
Rochester Public Library
The Reading Center
IMAA

Boys & Girls Club of Rochester
Family Service Rochester

Gamehaven Council, Boy Scouts
Girl Scouts River Valley

HopeFuse
Rochester Public Schools (ISD 535)

Mayo Clinic
Next Chapter Ministries

Olmsted County
Opportunity Services
RCTC
Rochester Public Library
Rotary Club of Rochester
Southeast Services Cooperative
Sports Mentorship Academy
Workforce Development Inc. 
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles
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Students may be enrolled in a variety of 
public and non-public school options. 
In total, 89% of students are enrolled in 
a public school option, including 
Rochester Public Schools, Rosa Parks 
Charter High School, Rochester Math 
and Science Academy, Rochester 
STEM Academy, and Rochester Beacon 
Academy.

11% of students are enrolled in 
nonpublic options, including Rochester 
Arts and Sciences Academy, Rochester 
Central Lutheran, Rochester Catholic 
Schools,  Schaeffer Academy, 
Rochester Montessori, and others.

Public
89%

Non-public
11%

Race data is 
unavailable for 
students enrolled in 
non-public schools

Special education  status is 
not collected uniformly 
across schools and districts



Higher Education Enrollment in Rochester, MN

In total, there are approximately 7,500 student enrolled in higher education options in Rochester, MN. Rochester 
Community and Technical College has the most students, with over 5,000 enrolled.

Many higher education options - Winona State (WSU), University of Minnesota (UMR), St. Mary’s, and the Mayo Clinic 
School of Medicine - are regional branches of larger education systems. As such, publicly-available enrollment numbers 
do not capture dimensions of student diversity such as gender, age, race and ethnicity, and income.
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Higher Education Enrollment - By Institution



Pre-K Developmental Success
Children screened at 3 with no referrals

Why it’s important: The years from birth to age three are a period of rapid growth and change for a young child. Screening for 
developmental challenges at a young age is ideal in order to remedy potential challenges before a child begins their academic 
career. Early childhood screenings look for challenges related to a child’s vision, hearing, speech, social development, 
cognitive function, motor skills, and height/weight.

How we are doing: Of children who are screened for developmental problems at the age of three, 70% receive no referrals to 
community supports. However, only approximately 43% of our community’s children are screened at the age of three.

Details on the data: While this data is collected by Community Education, a department within Rochester Public Schools, it 
includes children from across our community. Children who enroll in Rochester Catholic Schools, Rochester Central Lutheran 
School, and other private options are still screened by Community Education.

This data is for students who were three years old and screened in 2018-2019 academic year.

70% 
of three year-olds  screened 
had no referrals to community 
resources (2018-2019)

Community Resources 
support:

● vision
● hearing
● speech
● social development
● cognitive function
● motor skills
● height/weight
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As not all children are 
screened at the age 
of three, it is unclear 
whether 
disproportionality 
arises due to 
differences in 
screening rates, 
differences in referral 
rates, or both.

These categories are 
not measured for 

students at this age.



Kindergarten Readiness

Data Under Development

Why it’s important: The academic success of children in later years depends heavily upon their kindergarten readiness. The 
first few years of education and preparedness are the most crucial to establishing a solid foundation from which children can 
adapt to school systems and learn successfully. During this period, children develop primary skills that form the foundations 
of reading, counting, and social interaction.

How we are doing: Frankly, it is hard to tell. There is not a community-level measure of kindergarten readiness, nor is there a 
common practice to assessing students. Some sites focus on academic skills, others on social-emotional development, and 
others on a holistic assessment. Some sites assess students before kindergarten, others throughout the first semester, and 
others at the end of the year. Further, parents, teachers, and early educators do not necessarily have a shared definition of 
what constitutes ‘kindergarten ready.’

What’s the story behind the data: The Kindergarten Readiness Network is working to establish these shared measurements 
and understandings so that we may have community-level data to review.
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Kindergarten Readiness Network

Awareness of Foundation Blocks: Members of the Kindergarten Readiness Network agree that being prepared for success in 
kindergarten is not just about academic skills. There is a shared acknowledgement that foundational blocks - factors such as 
food security, housing stability, financial stability, resiliency, parent engagement, as well as mental and physical health - play a 
large part in supporting or hindering a child’s readiness to learn in Kindergarten.

Prioritized Indicators: As part of our population level strategy, the Cradle 2 Career Kindergarten Readiness Network has 
prioritized  23 indicators for our community. Through this prioritization, we will begin to review our localized data and assess 
our community's ability to address these indicators.

Social and Emotional Development 
● Consistently calms self when feeling strong emotions, discomfort with only occasional adult guidance and assistance 
● Independently expresses feelings, needs, opinions, and desires in appropriate ways
● Follows expectations established to manage feelings and behaviors with necessary reminders or assistance
● Shows understanding, empathy and compassion for others through words or gestures 

Approaches to Learning
● Shows eagerness and a sense of wonder as a learner
● Approach tasks and experiences with flexibility, imagination, and inventiveness 
● Demonstrate ability to complete a task or stay engaged in an experience 

Language, Literacy, and Communications
● Negotiates, shares, plans, and solves problems with others 
● Asks and answers questions to seek help or get information 
● Actively participates in reading activities with enjoyment and purpose 
● Uses words, pictures, letters, or letter-like symbols to communicate information and ideas, or compose original stories 

Creativity and the Arts
● Use a variety of media and materials for exploration and creative expression
● Show others and/or talk about what they have made or done
● Show interest and respect for the creative work of self and others 

Cognitive Development
● Express wonder about the natural world
● Demonstrate increasing interest in and awareness of numbers and counting 
● Demonstrate understanding of one-to-one correspondence between objects and number 
● Recognize and appreciate similarities and differences between self and others from diverse backgrounds 

Physical and Motor Development
● Develop large muscle control and coordination 
● Develop small muscle control and coordination 
● Follow basic health and safety rules 
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As the Cradle 2 Career Kindergarten Readiness Network examines the foundation blocks needed for 
successful Kindergarten entry, they consider important concepts for school readiness definition.



3rd Grade Reading Proficiency
Students reading on grade level by the end of grade three

Why it’s important: Beginning in fourth grade, education focus shifts from “learning to read” to “reading to learn.” Academic 
subjects begin to require literacy to understand more complex concepts. Fourth grade students who are not reading on grade 
level face more barriers to learning than their peers who are reading at grade level.

How we are doing: Disparities exist between different student demographic groups. Exploration of the overlap between 
English Learner students (who would not be expected to test proficient) and specific race categories is an important step in 
understanding how our education and enrichment systems are supporting students from diverse backgrounds.

What’s the story behind the data: The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) are standardized tests given to 
students across the state of Minnesota. Third grade students who meet or exceed the reading standards are considered 
“proficient” and those students who partially meet or do not meet standards are considered “not proficient.”

Details on the data: This data was pulled from Minnesota Department of Education’s publicly-available report cards for 
Rochester Public Schools. 

55% 
of students are reading 
at grade level by the end 
of grade three 
(2018-2019)
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8th Grade Math Proficiency
Students proficient in math at grade eight

Why it’s important: Eighth grade math is the first in a series of higher-level math classes students need to succeed in 
post-secondary education. Students who have not developed a solid math foundation struggle to obtain a higher ACT math 
score and may end up needing remedial math courses in post-secondary studies. This makes obtaining a degree a longer, 
costlier process. 

How we are doing: Disparities exist between different student demographic groups. Exploration of the overlap between 
special enrollment groups is an important step in understanding how our education and enrichment systems are supporting 
students from diverse backgrounds.

What’s the story behind the data: The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) are standardized tests given to 
students across the state of Minnesota. Eighth grade students who meet or exceed the math standards are considered 
“proficient” and those students who partially meet or do not meet standards are considered “not proficient.”

Details on the data: This data was pulled from Minnesota Department of Education’s publicly-available report cards for 
Rochester Public Schools. 

44% 
of students are proficient 
in math at grade eight 
(2018-2019)
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High School Graduation - 4 Year

Why it’s important: High school graduates typically earn more and are employed in more stable jobs than those who do not 
graduate. High school graduation is the stepping stone to post-secondary education, certificates, or specialized training which 
unlock even more opportunities. Just as important as graduating from high school is a student’s readiness to succeed in 
higher-level education and training.

How we are doing: Rochester’s on-time graduation rate is high compared to state and national averages, though there exist 
disparities with different student demographic groups. The high school graduation network has broadened their result to “all 
young adults graduation high school ready for their next step.” One focused strategy the network identified is increasing the 
amount of culturally responsive adults interacting with young adults across our community. This will help students receive 
more information about what is available to them for career choices and post secondary education options.

Details on the data: This includes data from Rochester Public Schools in the 2018-2019 academic year. A student is 
considered to graduate on-time if they graduate within four years of entering 9th grade.

86% 
of students graduate 
with their four-year 
cohort (2018-2019)
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Why it’s important: 

How we are doing: 

What’s the story behind the data:

Details on the data: 
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High School Graduation (cont) - 7 Year

Why it’s important: There are many reasons that students may not graduate with their four-year cohort, however, students are able to continue in 
public education through the age of 21. It is imperative that the community embrace the shared goal of preparing students for high school 
graduation by the 4, 5, 6, or 7-year mark and ready for their next step so more graduates are entering post-secondary training and the workforce 
prepared and skilled for the demands of training and work.

How we are doing: There are significant increases in the graduation rates when comparing the 4-year rates (light purple) to the 7-year rates (dark 
purple), though disparities still exist with different student demographics at the 7-year mark.  Ideally, we would see 100% of students graduating by 
the end of seven years and all students reporting they are ready for their next step at the time of obtaining their high school diploma.

What’s the story behind the data: There are also many reasons that students find success in graduating in seven years. The data indicates there 
are significant gains for various demographics, thus future network strategies will include learning about these gains and finding out what served 
these students well. 

Details on the data: This includes data from Rochester Public Schools. The light purple bars show the cohort that graduated in 4 years, in the 
2015-2016 academic year. The dark purple bars show the cumulative percentage of students from that same class that graduated by 7 years, in 
the 2018-2019 academic year.
 

93% 
of students have 
graduated by seven 
years after the start of 
high school (2018-2019)

This seven-year 
graduation rate includes 
all students who were 
anticipated to graduate 
in the 2015-2016 
academic year. Some 
students graduated on 
time, and others at the 5, 
6, or 7-year mark



Post-Secondary Completion

Why it’s important: Young adults who pursue and attain a college degree or other professional training soon after high school 
are setting themselves up to earn higher incomes in the early years of their careers - effectively increasing their lifetime 
earning potential.

What’s the story behind the data: College enrollment, retention, and completion rates are falling across the country. This data 
does not touch on pertinent topics such as student debt, on-the-job training, and other career options such as military 
enrollment.

Details on the data: This data was pulled from the Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System (SLEDS). It  looks at 
students who graduated from Rochester Public Schools in the 2012-2013 academic year. We consider students who have 
been awarded a certificate, associate degree, or bachelor’s degree as of January 2020.

There were too few English Learner students to include in the data. Due to low counts, the figures for 2+ Races, Hispanic, and 
Special Education students should be considered estimates.

53% 
of young adults attain a 
college degree or 
certificate within six 
years of high school 
graduation
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Workforce Participation

Why it’s important: When people are engaged and paid well for what they do, they are more likely to contribute in meaningful 
ways to their communities. Young adults who are employed are less likely to utilize public assistance, more likely to maintain 
stable households, and less likely to engage in criminal activities. Economies with fully employed youth enjoy more stability, 
and workplaces that are able to retain young employees are more likely to meet  their business needs..

How we are doing: Disparities exist between different demographic groups. These results are influenced by many economic 
factors at local, state, and federal levels. It is essential that students gain confidence through education and community 
support in order to navigate changing economies and job markets, wherever they may reside.

What’s the story behind the data: Of all graduates of Rochester Public School District in 2012, 38% are known to be working in 
SE MN six years after graduation, in 2018. This chart shows how many of that 38% are earning a living wage. For a single 
person with no children age 19-50 the annual living wage in the SE MN region is $28,020. Those not known to be working in 
SE MN may be:

55% 
of graduates working in 
SE Minnesota earn a 
living wage (2018)

23

● Working elsewhere in MN
● Continuing their education
● Self employed

● Participating in another state’s or the federal labor force
● Unemployed or not participating in the MN labor force
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
https://public.education.mn.gov/MDEAnalytics/Data.jsp
https://rc.education.mn.gov/#mySchool/p--3
https://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/col/
http://sleds.mn.gov
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19Ye11qfLC66gJRMvr777ZEtJtcrHhJNj
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19Ye11qfLC66gJRMvr777ZEtJtcrHhJNj
http://helpmegrowmn.org/HMG/HelpfulRes/Articles/InfEarlyChildScreen/index.html
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/groups/educ/documents/basic/mdaw/mdmx/~edisp/031107.pdf
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https://public.education.mn.gov/MDEAnalytics/DataTopic.jsp?TOPICID=2
https://public.education.mn.gov/MDEAnalytics/DataTopic.jsp?TOPICID=2
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data

